
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1STATE OF WISCONSIN            :     CIRCUIT COURT     :            WAUKESHA COUNTY
JUVENILE DIVISION
______________________________________________________________________________
IN THE MATTER OF THE GUARDIANSHIP OF:

SUPPLEMENT TO WAIVER








AND CONSENT TO MINOR
_____________________________, Minor


GUARDIANSHIP (PARENT)








CASE NO.____________

______________________________________________________________________________
I am ________ years old.  I have completed  ___________ years of schooling.

I do do not 
understand the English language.

I cancannot
read and write the English language.  

I amam not
currently receiving treatment for a mental illness or disorder.

I have have not
had any alcohol, medications, or drugs in the last 24 hours.

______________________________________________________________________________


I wish to enter into a guardianship regarding the above listed child.


I understand that I do not have to agree to this guardianship 



I understand that I could contest this guardianship and ask that the matter be set for a trial to the Judge where the [Petitioner/Public/Department of Health and Human Services] would have to prove that the allegations in the Petition for Guardianship were true and 


 (Chapter 54) that I am either an unfit parent or that there was a compelling reason to enter into the guardianship and that the proposed guardian is a fit and proper person to be appointed guardian of this child. 

 (Chapter 48) that the child has been found to be in need of protection pursuant to Wis. Stats. Sec. 48.13 , and

· 
this child has been placed with the proposed guardian or is recommended to be placed with the proposed guardian, 

· 
that the proposed guardian is a fit and proper person to accept guardianship and is willing to serve as guardian for an extended period of time or until age 18, 

· 
that the child will likely continue to be placed with the guardian for an extended period of time or until age 18,

· 
that it is not in the child’s best interests to terminate the parents’ rights to the child, 

· 
that the child’s parents are unable, unwilling or neglecting to carry out the duties of a guardian, 

· 
that the Department has made reasonable efforts to attempt to have this child return to a parent, 

· 
that reunification between a parent and the child is either unlikely or is not in the child’s best interests, 

· 
that further efforts at reunification are unlikely to be made or are not in the child’s best interests. 

I understand that: 


If the judge accepts my consent to this guardianship, the judge will appoint ___________________________ as the permanent guardian of the child(ren). 


This guardianship will last until the child turns 18 years old. 


Once a guardianship is granted, it cannot be terminated simply because a parent or the guardian changes his or her mind.  A Motion to Terminate Guardianship must be filed. 


        This guardianship will not terminate unless a Motion to Terminate Guardianship is filed by a party (Department, parent, child, guardian or their counsel) and the Judge determines that the guardianship should terminate.



In order for the guardianship to terminate, the Judge must find that:





A parent is fit, willing and able to take on full time care and custody of this child and there is no compelling interest to keep the guardianship in place. (Chapter 54/880 Guardianship).




There has been a substantial change in circumstances since the last order affecting the guardianship was entered; the parent is willing and able to carry out the duties of a guardian and that the proposed termination of the guardianship would be in the best interest of the child. (Chapter 48 Guardianship)


If a Motion to Terminate Guardianship is filed, parents and guardian may be responsible for posting guardian ad litem fees, up front. This amount is currently $500.00. At the conclusion of the Motion to Terminate Guardianship, parents and guardian may be responsible for the entire guardian ad litem fee, which may exceed $500.00  If a parent or guardian believes that he or she cannot afford these fees, the parent or guardian must file a Motion and a Financial Disclosure form with the Judge that fees be waived or that a payment plan be accepted. 


If the Judge grants this guardianship and the guardian later submits a Request to Resign as Guardian, the Judge must determine whether the guardian is able to, in fact, resign.  Parents and guardian may have to post guardian ad litem fees up front and at the close of the hearing may be responsible for the entire cost of the guardian ad litem.  If a parent or guardian believes that he or she cannot afford these fees, the parent or guardian must file a Motion and Financial Disclosure form with the Judge requesting that fees be waived or that a payment plan be accepted. 


Any visitation between parents and the child shall be determined by the guardian. If a parent is not in agreement with the visitation arrangements and wants the Judge to enter orders regarding visitation, the parent must file a Motion with the Court requesting relief. That parent may be responsible for posting guardian ad litem fees up front (currently $500.00).  Parents and the guardian may be responsible for the entire guardian ad litem bill, if it exceeds the money posted up front.  If a parent or guardian believes that he or she cannot afford these fees, the parent or guardian must file a Motion and Financial Disclosure form with the Judge requesting that fees be waived or that a payment plan be accepted. 


If the Judge grants the guardianship, the guardian will have the following powers:







 Chapter 48 Guardianship (Wis. Stats. Sec. 48.023):

Duty and authority to make important decisions in matters having a permanent effect on the life and development of the child and the duty to be concerned about the child’s general welfare, including but not limited to:

· 
The authority to consent to marriage, enlist in the U.S. armed forces, major medical, psychiatric and surgical treatment, and obtaining a motor vehicle operator’s license. 

· 
The authority to represent the child in legal actions and make other decisions of substantial legal significance concerning the child but not the authority to deny the child the assistance of counsel as required by Chapter 48 and 938. 

· 
The right and duty of reasonable visitation of the child

· 
The rights and responsibilities of legal custody except when legal custody is specifically be vested in another person, which at this time, it is not. 


       Chapter 54 Guardianship
Those specific powers identified in the Petition for Guardianship which include but are not limited to:   

The power to give informed consent and receipt by the child of supported living services; the power to make decisions related to mobility and travel; the power to choose providers of medical, social, and supported living services; the power to make decisions regarding educational and vocational placement and supported services or employment; the power to make decisions regarding initiating a petition to terminate marriage; the power to receive all notices on behalf of the minor, the power to act in all proceedings as an advocate of the minor; and  the power to have care, custody, placement and control of the child. Please see the Petition for Guardianship for the specific powers being requested regarding your child.  


I understand that I MUST appear in person at the guardianship hearing. If I cannot appear in person, I must write a letter to the Judge requesting that I appear by telephone. The Judge will determine whether I may appear by telephone. If the Judge grants my request to appear by telephone, I must appear by land-line, NOT by cell-phone. 

Statement
I have read and understand this entire document and any attachments.  I have reviewed it with my attorney (if an attorney represents me).  I have answered all questions truthfully and either I or my attorney have checked the boxes. Knowing all of the above information, I an agreement to enter into a guardianship regarding the above listed child.  
________________________________

______________________________


(signature)





(Date)

Attorney’s Statement
I am the attorney for this parent or guardian.  I have discussed this document and any attachments with my client.  I believe my client understands it.  My client is in agreement with this guardianship and enters into this agreement knowingly, voluntarily, and intelligently.  

___________________________________________

________________________________________


(Attorney’s signature)





(Date)






